ASPHS Newsletter
Published by the
Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies
(founded 1969)

An annual newsletter
Message from 2014 Annual
the General
Meeting
Secretary

Page 2

Information and
Call for Papers for
the 2014 Annual
meeting at the
University of
Modena in Italy
Page 3

Fall 2013 - vol. 4
ASPHS Research
Prizes

ASPHS at the AHA

Recent Member
Publications

“Medieval Law
Still Matters”

Calls for
Submissions

Back Matter

Last year’s winners,
plus application
information and
deadlines for this
year’s competition.

ASPHS panels at
the AHA meeting
in Washington, DC,
January 2nd-5th,
2014

Pages 6-7

The Fueros in
Contemporary
Aragon,
by Jennifer Speed,
University of
Dayton

Membership
information,
organization
officers, etc.

Page 4

Page 5

Publication
opportunities and
conferences of
potential interest
to association
members

Page 11

Pages 8-9
Page 10

Dear ASPHS members,
Welcome to your ASPHS newsletter, volume four. In the following pages you will find some of the regular features of the past
newsletter, including message from the general secretary, recent member publications, calls for papers, and announcements of the
ASPHS prizes, as well as some announcements of publication and conference opportunities. If you would like announcements of your
publications (for 2012/13), conference CFP, or recently defended dissertation to appear in the next issue, submit your notices to me at
marie.kelleher@csulb.edu. Submissions should be received no later than September 15, 2014, but earlier submissions are strongly
encouraged, especially in the case of ideas for pieces that might take a while to put together.
We are pleased to include some member-generated content, including an essay by Jennifer Speed on the use (and misuse) of the
thirteenth-century Fueros of Aragon in 21st-century Aragon. We welcome your suggestions for similar short pieces for the 2014 issue.

--Marie Kelleher
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Message from the
General Secretary

With the writing of another “Message from the General Secretary” I know that the time is drawing near for me to pass the torch
to another General Secretary. Again, I wish to convey what an honor it has been to serve all of you in this position. The opportunity
has given me a unique bird’s eye view of the operation of ASPHS and all of the exemplary work being done by its members. On 29
June 2014 at our Association’s forty-fifth Annual Meeting my successor, A. Katie Harris, will assume the responsibility of this post at
the University of Modena e Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy. This is the first time that a continental European location not located on
the Iberian Peninsula will host our conference. I think it is an important first step in an effort to broaden our exposure and reach new
constituencies, perhaps even expanding our membership in the process.
Our 44th Annual Meeting was held in Albuquerque, New Mexico and was a success as we all reacquainted ourselves with the
dynamic culture and hospitality of the Southwest. I offer my enthusiastic congratulations and sincere thanks to Enrique Sanabria for
organizing and coordinating the event with the proficient assistance of Erin Rowe and Scott Eastman. Erin will reprise her role as she
assists Vittorio Scotti-Douglas and the Modena organizing committee with the 2014 conference program. Adrian Shubert’s timely
keynote address about the influence of the computer age, positive and negative, on our research and profession was at once
entertaining and sobering. In other news from the conference, the Association continues in good financial health and continues to file
its taxes as a 501c4 organization, though we may want to consider changing that designation in the future. Plans are also moving
forward for the 2015 Annual Meeting, scheduled for Baltimore, Maryland at the Johns Hopkins University, where Erin Rowe and
Gabriel Paquette will be our hosts.
As I prepare to resume my regular membership in ASPHS I wish to give very special thanks to A. Katie Harris and Jodi Campbell.
Together these dynamic women have brought ASPHS into the electronic age. Katie researched and pioneered the collection of dues
and conference registrations online. Jodi operationalized all of this, in a quite aesthetically pleasing manner I might add, on ASPHS’s
website. The Association’s future membership secretary/treasurers will enjoy the ease with which they will perform their duties thanks
to Katie and Jodi’s efforts and foresight. My continued gratitude goes out to Marie Kelleher for her stewardship of the ASPHS
Newsletter and to David Messenger, editor of ASPHS’s electronic bulletin. Finally, I offer my sincerest appreciation to the Executive
Committee (Fernanda Olival, Kirsten Schultz, Luis Corteguera, Valentina Tikoff, Sasha Pack, and Scott Taylor) and Nominating
Committee (Scott Eastman, Amanda Wunder, and Tanya Tiffany). The smooth operation of our Association is facilitated by the
selfless service of our colleagues above. I also wish to congratulate the Association’s prize winners announced at the 2013 conference,
James Matthews (Best First Book Award), Liam Brockey (Oliveira Marques Prize) and Lucy K. Pick (Bishko Memorial Prize). More
information on the prize-winners can be obtained in this newsletter and on the ASPHS’s website.
It is my pleasure to announce that ASPHS will again sponsor 3 panels and host our customary ASPHS-AHA reception at this
year’s annual American Historical Association meeting, in Washington, D. C. More information about the panels and the reception can
also be found in this newsletter and on the Association´s website. I encourage our membership to continue to submit panel proposals,
listing the ASPHS as co-sponsors, to the AHA for its annual meeting. The Association will continue its tradition of reviewing and
sponsoring panels on Iberian history that are not selected for the regular program.
Before I close I want to extend our best wishes and prayers to our friend, colleague, and former General Secretary Jesus Cruz who
finds himself battling lymphoma. Jesus completed his courses of chemo-therapy and has received a very positive prognosis from his
physicians. I know that all of you join me in wishing Jesus continued remission and good health!
Finally, I am certain that my successor, A. Katie Harris, will direct our Association with great purpose and expertise. She has
already amply demonstrated her wisdom many times in the past two years as membership secretary/treasurer and, during the last year,
as vice-General Secretary. Her genuine concern for ASPHS and its future path assures me that I am leaving the General Secretary post
in very fine hands indeed. Please join me in offering the best of luck to Katie as she assumes the duties it has been my pleasure to
exercise over the past two years.
Un salud a todos,
David Ortiz
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Call for Papers: 45th
ASPHS Annual Meeting
University of Modena
Reggio Emilia, Italy
June 26-28, 2013

CALL FOR PAPERS
The 45th Annual Meeting of the Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies will take place 26-29 June 2014 at
the University of Modena e Reggio Emilia, Modena, Italy. The program committee invites 250-word abstracts of proposed twentyminute papers on topics on Iberian and Latin American history, literature, art, and religion from the sixth to the twenty-first centuries.
Planned sessions of three or four papers are welcome.
The conference will be held on the campus of the University of Modena e Reggio Emilia, home to a vibrant scholarly community in
Iberian history. During the banquet, which we hope to have in the splendid Palazzo Ducale, now home to the Modena Military
Academy founded by Napoleon, the keynote speech will be given by Alfonso Botti, professor of contemporary history in Modena and
Director of “Spagna contemporanea.”
The deadline for abstracts is 31 January 2014. Email submissions are encouraged. Abstracts may be submitted in English, Spanish,
Portuguese, or Italian. Please indicate whether or not your presentation will require audio-visual equipment when you submit your abstract. Send inquiries
and abstracts to:
Erin Kathleen Rowe
3400 N. Charles Street
301 Gilman Hall, Department of History
Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 USA
erowe1@jhu.edu
Additional information on the conference has been posted on the ASPHS website, including conference registration forms, conference
events, and hotel accommodations:
http://asphs.net/conferences.html
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ASPHS Research Prizes
The Association heartily congratulates last year’s research prize winners:
•
•
•

The 2012 Oliveira Marques prize for best article in Portuguese history was awarded to Liam Brockey for his essay "Doubting Thomas:
The Apostle and the Portuguese Empire in Early Modern Asia," in Sacred History: Uses of the Christian Past in the Renaissance World, ed.
Katherine Van Liere (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012).
The 2012 Bishko Prize for the best article published in 2012 or 2013 in the field of medieval Iberian history by a North American
scholar was awarded to Dr. Lucy K. Pick for her article “Sacred Queens and Warrior Kings in the Royal Portraits of the Liber Testamentorum
of Oviedo,” Viator 42 No. 2 (2011).
The 2012 prize for the best first book in Iberian history went to James Matthews for his book Reluctant Warriors: Republican Popular Army
and Nationalist Army Conscripts in the Spanish Civil War, 1936-1939 (Oxford University Press, 2012). Honorable mention goes to two
additional submissions: Yuen-Gen Liang, Family and Empire: The Fernández de Córdoba and the Spanish Realm (University of Pennsylvania
Press, 2011), and Michael A. Vargas, Taming a Brood of Vipers: Conflict and Change in Fourteenth-Century Dominican Convents (Brill, 2011).

Announcements of this year’s competitions:
A. H. DE OLIVEIRA MARQUES PRIZE FOR BEST ARTICLE ON PORTUGUESE HISTORY
The A. H. de Oliveira Marques Prize of $250 was created by means of a generous endowment from Dr. Harold B. Johnson, University of Virginia,
in memory of the distinguished Portuguese Historian, A. H. de Oliveira Marques (1933-2007). The prize will be awarded each year for the best
article on Portuguese history published during the previous year. This year's award will be announced at the annual meeting of the Association for
Spanish and Portuguese History in 2014. Submitted articles may be written in Portuguese, English, Castilian or French, but only articles on
Portuguese history published within the 2013 calendar year will be considered. Authors must be active members of the ASPHS to be eligible.
Authors should submit one electronic copy (via email) and one paper copy of 1) the article and 2) a short (2-page) CV, including current address
to EACH member of the prize committee below. Submissions must be received by all members of the committee by 31 January 2014. Please direct
queries to the chair of the prize committee.
Kirsten Schultz (chair)
Department of History
Seton Hall University
400 Sourth Orange Avenue
South Orange, NJ 07043
USA
kirsten.schultz@shu.edu

Rita Costa-Gomes
Department of History
Towson University
8000 York Road
Towson, MD 21252-0001
USA
rcostagomes@towson.edu

Alice Cunha
Instituto de História Contemporânea
Faculdade de Ciências Sociais e Humanas
Avenida de Berna, 26-C
1069-061 Lisboa
PORTUGAL
alice.cunha@fcsh.unl.pt

BISHKO MEMORIAL PRIZE FOR BEST PUBLISHED ARTICLE ON MEDIEVAL IBERIAN HISTORY
The Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies solicits submissions for the annual Charles Julian Bishko Memorial Prize for the best
article published in 2012 or 2013 in the field of medieval Iberian history by a North American scholar. Initiated in 2003, the Bishko Prize honors
Professor Charles Julian Bishko, the distinguished historian of medieval Iberia who taught for 39 years at the University of Virginia. This year's
prize, consisting of an honorarium of $250, will be awarded at the 2014 annual meeting of ASPHS. Articles may be written in Castilian, English,
Catalan, Galician, Portuguese or French. Authors must be current members of the ASPHS. Authors should submit one copy of the article and a
short (2-page) CV to EACH member of the prize committee below. Submissions must be received by all members of the committee by 10 January
2014 (though early submissions are strongly encouraged). Please direct queries to the chair of the prize committee.
Boncho Dragiyski (chair)
Duquesne University
dragiyskib@duq.edu

Valentina Tikoff
DePaul University
vtikoff@depaul.edu

Michael Crawford
McNeese State University
mcrawford@mcneese.edu

ASPHS PRIZE: BEST FIRST BOOK IN IBERIAN HISTORY
On a three-year rotation, the Association offers a prize for the best dissertation award, the best first article award, and best first book award. Prizes
carry an honorarium of $250. The ASPHS "Best" Committee invites submissions for this year's competition, for Ph.D. dissertations approved since
January 1, 2011 in any of the three languages of the society (English, Portuguese, and Spanish). Authors must be active members of the ASPHS to
be eligible. The deadline for submissions is January 10, 2014 (though early submissions are strongly encouraged). Electronic (PDF) copies should
be submitted along with a copy of the dissertation approval page and the author's resume, including current contact information. The prize will be
awarded at the 2014 Annual Meeting.
Rachael Ball (Chair)
University of Alaska, Anchorage
rball11@uaa.alaska.edu
4

Sara Nalle
William Patterson University
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University of Iowa
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ASPHS at the AHA
Washington, DC
January 2nd-5th, 2014

This year, the Association is pleased to sponsor three sessions at the annual meeting of the American Historical Association:
New Perspectives on the Reign of Carlos II of Spain
Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies 1
Friday, January 3, 2014: 10:30 AM-12:00 PM
Holmead Room (Washington Hilton)
Chair: Jodi Campbell, Texas Christian University
Papers:
• Instruments and Intrigue: Scientific Patronage and Collection at the Court of Carlos II of Spain -- Marcelo Aranda, Stanford
University
• Innovation and Change during Carlos II’s Minority: Mariana of Austria’s Legacy -- Silvia Z. Mitchell, Purdue University
• Propaganda and Political Legitimacy in Early Eighteenth-Century Mexico City -- Frances L. Ramos, University of South Florida at
Tampa
Techniques and Troubles of Teaching Iberian History: A Roundtable of Professors
Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies 2
Friday, January 3, 2014: 2:30 PM-4:30 PM
Holmead Room (Washington Hilton)
Chair: Karl J. Trybus, Limestone College
Papers:
• Nobody Expects the Spanish Inquisition: Re-integrating Spain and Portugal into the Teaching of European History” -- Wayne
Bowen, Southeast Missouri State University
• Toward a More Inclusive Modern Europe Survey -- Adrian Shubert, York University
• Joining Forces in a Time of Scarce Resources: Building an Iberian Studies Program at a Small Public Liberal Arts College -Hamilton M. Stapell, State University of New York at New Paltz
• Women, Gender, and Spanish History: Making Sense of the Misunderstood -- Jessica Davidson, James Madison University
• Medieval Spain within the Spanish Historical Context -- Kevin Poole, Yale University
Bourbon Spain in Global Context: Reform in the Age of Enlightenment, 1700–1808
Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies 3
Sunday, January 5, 2014: 8:30 AM-10:30 AM
Columbia Hall 2 (Washington Hilton)
Chair and Comment: Valentina K. Tikoff, DePaul University
Papers:
• Imperialism, Private Interests, and the Reform of the Council of the Indies cduring the Wars of the Spanish Succession -Aaron Alejandro Olivas, University of California, Los Angeles
• The Perpetually Fragmented Monarchy: Negotiation and Social Collaboration in Bourbon Spain -- Phillip Fox, University of
Kansas
• China and the Spanish Enlightenment: The Celestial Empire in Spanish Periodicals, 1758-1808 -- Nicholas F. Russell, Tufts
University
The Association will also be hosting a reception Friday, January 3, from 6:45-8:30 pm, in the Capitol Room of the Omni
Shoreham. We hope to see you there!
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Member Publications, 2012/13
General
Historiography:
Ruth Mac Kay "The Maravall Problem: A Historical Inquiry," in Bulletin of the Comediantes 2013, vol. 65 no. 1, 45-56.
Public history/History and Memory
Faber, Sebastiaan. “Raising the Specter of ‘Argentinization’: The Temptation of Spanish Exceptionalism.” Memory and Its Discontents: Spanish Culture in
the Early Twenty-First Century. Ed. Luis Martín-Estudillo and Nicholas Spadaccini. Hispanic Issues On Line 11 (Fall 2012): 117–136.
________. “ ‘¿Usted, qué sabe?’: History, Memory, and the Voice of the Witness.” Revista Canadiense de Estudios Hispánicos 36.1 (2012): 9-27.
Ancient and Medieval
Kelleher, Marie A. “Eating from a Corrupted Table: Food Regulations and Civic Health in Barcelona’s ‘First Bad Year’,” e-Humanista 25 (2013):
51-64.
Early Modern
Andrade, Tonio, and William Reger, eds. The Limits of Empire: European Imperial Formations in Early Modern History. Essays in Honor of Geoffrey Parker.
Farnham, England: Ashgate, 2012.
Ares, José Manuel de Bernardo. "Biografías y procesos en la Euro-América del siglo XVI a través del epistolario de Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda
(1490-1573).” e-SLegal History Review (e-SLHR), 15 (2013), 1-12.
________. El tiempo del Cardenal Portocarrero (1635-1709). Redes clientelares cortesanas y nacimiento de una Nueva Europa.” In El cardenal
Portocarrero y su tiempo (1635-1709). Biografías estelares y procesos influyentes. José Manuel de Bernardo Ares, ed. CSED, Astorga, 2013.
Bilinkoff, Jodi. “‘A Christian and a Gentleman’: Sanctity and Masculine Honor in Pedro de Ribadeneyra’s Life of Francis Borgia,” in Francisco de Borja
y su tiempo: Política, religión y cultura, Enrique García Hernán y María del Pilar Ryan, eds. (Valencia and Rome: Albatros Ediciones-IHSI, 2011):
447-455.
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Early Modern, cont.
Bilinkoff, Jodi. “First Friar, Problematic Founder: John of the Cross in His Earliest Biographies,” in Reforming Reformation, Thomas F. Mayer, ed.,
103-18. Aldershot, UK and Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2012.
________. “Teresa of Avila: Woman with a Mission.” In A Linking of Heaven and Earth: Studies in Religious and Cultural History in Honor of Carlos M.N.
Eire, Emily Michelson, Scott K. Taylor, and Mary Noll Venables, eds., 101-112. Aldershot, UK and Burlington, VT: Ashgate Publishing, 2012.
101-112.
Bowers, Kristy Wilson. Plague and Public Health in Early Modern Seville. Rochester Studies in Medical History, University of Rochester Press, September
2013.
Coleman, David. “Before the Comuneros: Castilian and Genoese Traditions of ‘Liberty’ in the 1516 Málaga Rebellion.” Mediterranean Studies 21: 1
(2013): 1-26.
________. “Of Corsairs, Converts and Renegades: Forms and Functions of Coastal Raiding on Both Sides of the Far Western Mediterranean,
1487-1540,” Medieval Encounters 19 (2013): 167-192.
Dadson, Trevor, and Helen H. Reed. Epistolario e historia documental de Ana de Mendoza y de La Cerda, princesa de Éboli. Madrid: Iberoamericana, 2013.
Ghia, Walter. España y Maquiavelo: El Príncipe ante el V centenario. Vigo, Editorial Academia del Hispanismo, 2013
Lynn, Kimberly. Between Court and Confessional: The Politics of Spanish Inquisitors. Cambridge [UK]: Cambridge University Press, 2013).
Perrone, Sean. “Carlos V, sus banqueros, y las contribuciones eclesiásticas. Un análisis preliminar de los años 1540-1554.” Tiempos Modernos:Revista
electronica de Historia Moderna 7 (2013). http://www.tiemposmodernos.org/tm3/index.php/tm
Iberia in the Colonial and Ocean Worlds
Boone, M. Elizabeth. “ ‘Renewal of the Fraternal Relations that Shared Blood and History Demand’: Latin American Painting, Spanish Exhibitions,
and Public Display at the 1910 Independence Celebrations in Argentina, Chile, and Mexico.” Revue d’art canadien/Canadian Art Review (RACAR)
38:2 (Fall 2013): 90–108.
________, Valerie Ann Leeds, and Holly Koons McCullough, eds. Spanish Sojourns: Robert Henri and the Spirit of Spain. Savannah, Georgia: Telfair
Museums, 2013.
________, Inge Reist and José Luis Colomer, eds. Collecting Spanish Art: Spain’s Golden Age and America’s Gilded Age. New York and Madrid: The Frick
Collection in association with Centro de Estudios Europa Hispánica and Center for Spain in America, 2012.
Domínguez Torres, Mónica. Military Ethos and Visual Culture in Post-Conquest Mexico. Farnham, UK: Ashgate, 2013.
Pijning, Ernst. “Novidades da Vila Rica: notícias sobre o interior do Brasil para estrangeiros e o estabelecimento das primeiras câmaras nas Minas
Gerais.” In Poderes e lugares de Minas Gerais: um quadro urbano no interior brasileiro, séculos XVIII-XX, Maria do Carmo Pires, Francisco Eduardo de
Andrade and Alex Fernandes Bohrer eds., 97-107. São Paulo: Scortecci Editora, 2013.
Paquette, Gabriel. Imperial Portugal in the Age of Atlantic Revolutions: The Luso-Brazilian World, c. 1770-1850. Cambridge [UK]: Cambridge University
Press, 2013.
________, and Matthew Brown, eds. Connections After Colonialism: Europe and Latin America in the 1820s. Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press,
2013.
________. “The Study of Political Thought in the Ibero-Atlantic World during the Age of Revolutions.” Modern Intellectual History 10:2 (2013):
435-446.
Pijning, Ernst. “Can she be a woman? Gender and Contraband in the Revolutionary Atlantic.” In Women in Port: Gendering Communities, Economies, and
Social Networks in Atlantic Port Cities, 1500-1800, Douglass Catterall and Jodi Campbell eds., 215-50. Leiden and Boston: E.J. Brill, 2012.
Pons-Sorolla, Blanca and Mark A. Roglán, eds. Sorolla and America. Dallas: Meadows Museum at Southern Methodist University, 2013.
Modern and Contemporary
Cortada, James W. “The Information Ecosystems of National Diplomacy: The Case of Spain, 1815–1936.” Information and Culture 48 (2013): 222-52.
Faber, Sebastiaan. “Buñuel’s Impure Modernism (1929-1950).” Modernist Cultures 7.1 (2012): 56-76.
________. “The Price of Popular Frontism: Spanish Armed Resistance in the U.S. Visual Media (1936-1964).” Armed Resistance: Cultural
Representations of the Anti-Francoist Guerrilla. Ed. Antonio Gómez López-Quiñones and Carmen Moreno-Nuño. Hispanic Issues On Line 10 (Fall
2012): 38–60.
Oriol Pi-Sunyer and Susan M. DiGiacomo. “The Salamanca Papers: A Cultural Property Episode in Post-Franco Spain.” In Negotiating Culture:
Heritage, Ownership and Politics, Laetitia La Follette, ed., 72-97. Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 2013.
Dissertations Defended
Mitchell, Silvia Z. "Mariana of Austria and Imperial Spain: Court, Dynastic, and International Politics in Seventeenth-Century Europe" (Supervising
faculty: Prof. Guido Ruggiero). University of Miami: May, 2013

7

ASPHS N EWSLET T ER VOL. 4 (2013)

MEDIEVAL LAW STILL MATTERS:
THE FUEROS IN CONTEMPORARY ARAGON
Jennifer Speed
University of Dayton
On Aragon’s national holiday in 2011, its citizens had something historic to
celebrate. After fifteen years of work on the part of academics, jurists, and elected
political leaders, Aragon implemented a new code of civil law. To be sure, people
probably did not alter their holiday plans because of the news, but the Día de
Aragón timing was significant. For the first time since the Decretos de Nueva Planta
had dismantled regional institutions beginning in 1707, the elected government
of Aragon had crafted and promulgated a civil legal code to call its own. Its new
name, Código del Derecho Foral de Aragón, was intended to capture the significance of
fueros—a body of law with its roots in tenth-century royal privileges, exemptions,
settlement charters, or liberties—as the hallmark of Aragonese law. The fueros have
been understood to be a kind of pact between rulers and subjects that balanced
rights and obligations, and were the basis for law in Aragon, Valencia, CastileLéon, Portugal, and Béarn (France). By adding “foral” to the name of the new
code, Aragonese leaders deliberately were sending a deliberate message that
Aragon’s legal traditions had persisted intact—without rupture—for nearly a
millennium. Concerns articulated by legal scholars and historians as the new code
was developed, however, point to the pitfalls inherent in deploying medieval history
to solve contemporary political problems.
Aragon’s own civil law had, in fact, persisted in different guises after the Nueva Planta decrees. Modifications were made over the years, but the
entire code was deemed tainted by external interference in general, or the Primo de Rivera and Franco dictatorships in particular. Lacking a fully
independent Cortes for centuries, Aragon was without an authentic source of Aragonese civil and private law. With the post-Franco Spanish
constitution of 1978 came more freedom for Aragon to devise regional laws. Aragon claimed autonomy as permitted by the constitution, and issued
its own Statute of Autonomy in 1982. Among Aragon’s exclusive competencies as an Autonomous Community were the “conservation,
modification, and development of Aragonese foral law.”1 It was not until 1996, after several years of preparatory work, that the Cortes appointed
the members of the Comisión Aragonesa de Derecho Civil (CADC) to begin devising a new code. Something entirely new was in order, but
continuity with the past was paramount—and the past extended as far back as King Jaime I’s codification of the Fueros de Aragón in 1247. The
CADC also drew on other late medieval sources, including collections of commentary and legal decisions. In the fourteenth century, jurist Jaime de
Hospital first gathered together more than a century’s worth of juridical commentary and norms into a work known as the Observancias. Frequently
cited by judges in pleas and later added to the end of new editions of the Fueros that were published beginning in the fifteenth century, the
Observancias came to be treated as law by association, even though no Cortes had ever promulgated them as law per se.
By and large, the CADC’s use of the Observancias as a historical source of law was not problematic, save a legal principle found within and
known as standum est chartae. This axiom, roughly meaning “the charter must be upheld” or “the charter stands,” came from the earliest version of
the Observancias. It was derived from commentary or judgments related to two individual fueros in the 1247 code that emphasized the importance of
legally executed charters. Title 2.12, De confessis, stipulated that if a person made a plea against another regarding an agreement in a charter, he had to
produce the charter. The judge was to rule based on the content of the charter. Title 2.13, De fide instrumentorum, treated agreements made between
Christians, Jews or Muslims. Regardless of the religious affiliation of the person commissioning the document, a notary had to complete the written
agreement (instrumentum conveniencie). To these titles, de Hospital added something entirely new. Although his Observancias largely paralleled the books
and titles of the Fueros, de Hospital opened his book with another title. Whereas King Jaime had started with religious matters, de Hospital began
with De equo vulnerato (regarding an injured horse). It treated this question: if a knight is obliged to fight and his horse is injured in battle, and the
horse dies of its injuries later, who should pay the cost of the horse if the horse were indemnified if it died in battle? Strictly interpreted, the caballero
bears the cost of a new caballo; his horse did not die in battle.
The phrase standum est chartae, which signified limited judicial interpretation as in this case of an injured horse, was neither in the 1247 code nor
any subsequent version of the Fueros, and it was never understood to be a law issued by the Cortes. Nevertheless, the CADC treated standum as a
fundamental legal principle. The medieval historian and legal scholar Jesús Lalinde Abadía was alarmed when standum gained traction. He criticized
legal scholars and jurists for elevating to prominence an idea that had always been at the margins. Historically, standum had been invoked in legal

(continued, next page →)
1
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Speed, “Medieval Law Still Matters,” cont.
rulings with references to all three of the Observancias in which it appeared, but only rarely and nearly always in connection with marital property.
Beyond that, it had a small geographical range within Aragon. Improbably, it first appeared in the 1967 Franco-era revision of civil law.
Arguably, the CADC’s embrace of standum owed less to centuries of universal acceptance (doubtful) than it did to the efforts of Joaquín Costa y
Martínez. Costa, a late nineteenth-century lawyer and agrarian reformer, was among the most important of the regenerationist intellectuals who saw
drastic modernization as the answer to Spain’s decline. Interestingly, political leaders of all persuasions found malleable ideas in Costa’s writing. For
example, when Primo de Rivera proclaimed himself the “iron surgeon” that Spain needed to cure its ills, he borrowed the phrase from Costa. Costa
had taken a special interest in standum at the 1880-1881 Congreso de Jurisconsultos in Aragon. Costa was convinced of the distinctiveness of
Aragon’s foral tradition, arguing that Aragon was defined by its law. In his mind, only two things of great purity the world over had come down
through the centuries to his own time: “sculpture in Greece and civil liberty in Aragon.”2 For Costa, tandum was the “soul” of Aragonese law,
which included the Fueros and Observancias, not necessarily as law but instead as a hermeneutical principle. The charter was the “primordial source of
law.”3
In Costa’s rendering, standum represented the absolute authority of the individual as a legislator because judges were obliged to respect a pact
that appeared in a charter. For Costa, this Aragonese embrace of civil liberties, as exemplified in standum, was enshrined in the code of 1247 because
the Observancias were rooted in the Fueros. He saw in standum a “consecration of individual rights against public law.” Moreover, standum embodied the
resistance that Aragon’s autochthonous foral tradition offered to the despotic, imperial influence of Roman law in the Middle Ages. After all, the
legal systems of France, Castile, and nearly every other country in Europe had caved in under its influence. Costa’s anti-Romanist bent, combined
with his emphasis on individualism, belied his anarchist leanings. He was even content to do away with the charter itself. For Costa, the “charter” in
standum est chartae meant “agreement.” It was the agreement or pact that mattered most; the document was ancillary.
Even a cursory glance at the 1247 Fueros and the Observancias, as well as centuries of subsequent interpretation, suggests that Costa was off the
mark with regard to the value that medieval people placed upon public, legal, written instruments. Charter was never simply another word for
agreement or pact. Beyond that, the precocious individualism that he believed gave rise to standum was anachronistic. The most vocal critic of the
present-day interpretation of standum, José Luis Moreu Ballonga, points out that in instances in which standum was actually invoked—marriage
agreements—Costa did not know his history.4 Until very recently, parents made marriage deals involving property on behalf of their children. It
would be hard to argue that such agreements reflected the absolute will of the individual. Almost singlehandedly, Costa transformed a familial legal
custom, and one usually limited to upper-class families at that, into Aragon’s emblematic legal principle.
In the end, standum made its way into the 2011 civil code as both a principle and right. Moreu argues that it actually poses a danger to political
stability. In Moreu’s eyes, standum’s defenders over the last decade have gone to great lengths to prove its validity as an absolute, individual right,
without critically examining the context from which it ostensibly arose. In doing so, they have opened the door for the creation of a state within a
state. The primacy of “auto legislation” is not compatible with either the Spanish state as a whole or the Autonomous Community of Aragon.5
Costa’s efforts to prove the distinctiveness of Aragonese law and its supposed purity in the face of external influence are understandable, but
he did Aragonese history a disservice. There is abundant evidence for Roman legal influence in the formative period of the Fueros de Aragón, and
Costa’s rejection of that influence was rooted in his own ambitions for Aragonese political independence. There is no doubt that the Aragonese
have embraced their law, rights, and liberties in their own way for nearly a millennium. However, Costa’s reimagining of standum, with its emphasis on
radical individualism, served to obscure the remarkable ways in which his thirteenth-century predecessors negotiated rights and obligations in the
context of community.

2

Joaquín Costa y Martínez, La libertad civil y el Congreso de Jurisconsultos Aragoneses (Madrid, 1883), 42.
26 (soul) and 103 (primordial source).
See José Luis Moreu Ballonga, Mito y realidad en el standum est chartae (Valencia, 2009), 57.
Idem, “Los derechos históricos,” Heraldo de Aragón, June 3, 2013.

3 Ibid.,
4
5
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Calls for Submissions:
Publication venues, conferences, and workshops of potential interest to
Association members
Publication Opportunities:
“Iberian Encounter and Exchange, 475-1755” -- A new monographic series from Penn State University Press (series editors Erin
Kathleen Rowe (Johns Hopkins) and Michael A. Ryan (Univ. of New Mexico): For centuries, the Iberian Peninsula acted as a nexus for the
circulation of ideas, people, objects, and technology around the pre-modern Mediterranean, Atlantic, and eventually the Pacific. This book series
combines a broad thematic scope with the territorial limits of the Iberian Peninsula and its global contacts. In doing so, works in this series will
juxtapose previously disparate areas of study and challenge scholars to rethink the role of encounter and exchange in the formation of the modern
world. We encourage proposals for books that address all aspects of this theme int he medieval and early modern Iberian context. For more
information, contact the Executive Editor Eleanor H. Goodman: egoodman@psu.edu
The Bulletin for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies is the digitally published peer-reviewed journal of the Association for Spanish and
Portuguese Historical Studies. Now in its second year of publication, the Bulletin invites article submissions of original scholarly articles addressing
any aspect of the history of Spain, Portugal, or their influences in the wider world. The editors also welcome articles that address the historical
content and/or historical relevance of topics related to Literary Studies, Historical Sociology, Historical Anthropology, and Art History, among
others. For submission guidelines, please see the Bulletin’s information page: http://digitalcommons.asphs.net/bsphs/policies.html
The Journal of Medieval Iberian Studies, an interdisciplinary journal published by Taylor and Francis, welcomes innovative scholarship on the
Christian, Jewish, and Islamic cultures of the Iberian Peninsula from the fifth to the sixteenth centuries. JMIS encompasses archaeology, art and
architecture, music, philosophy and religious studies, as well as history, codicology, manuscript studies and the multiple Arabic, Latin, Romance, and
Hebrew linguistic and literary traditions of Iberia. Essays that engage with multiple disciplinary perspectives, and comparative articles addressing the
significance for medieval Iberian studies of broader developments in medieval European, colonial Latin American, Peninsular or North African
studies—and vice-versa—are strongly encouraged. Submissions for consideration must be prepared in Chicago ‘humanities’ style, and should not
ordinarily exceed 10,000 words; shorter pieces, and non-traditional submissions, are welcomed. Please send submissions and inquiries to
simon.doubleday@hofstra.edu. For further information, see http://www.wmich.edu/medieval/announcements/JMIS.html
Conference Call for Papers
The Muses of the Land: The Reception of Greece and Rome in the Hispanic World. University of Maryland, College Park — May 2, 2014. Deadline for
submissions: January 13, 2014.
Scholars are invited to submit abstracts for a one-day conference on how Spain and Latin America have engaged with their Greek and Latin cultural
heritage. Despite the fact that this heritage has been central to many aspects of the cultural life of the region, it has received little consideration in
the English-speaking world, where the idea that Latin American is a "non-western" civilization still has some currency. Recent panels at academic
conferences in the United States, however, have begun to explore the influence of this heritage in the literature, film, and drama. This conference
seeks to expand the panorama of scholarly perspectives and invites representatives from other academic fields (for instance, history, art, architecture,
philosophy, science, LGBT and Women's Studies) to enter the conversation.
The period of study is from the renaissance to the present time, but papers on the contemporary reception of this heritage will be especially
welcome. We plan to select a group of papers that will not only showcase the variety of forms assumed by classical reception in the Spanishspeaking world, but also spotlight challenges facing the study of this topic that might be specific to this particular cultural milieu. We therefore
expect papers to include a critical reflection on the promises and pitfalls involved in investigation the classical tradition within the context of the
Hispanic world. We hope to offer scholars in the Washington DC area and beyond who are interested in the topic an occasion to meet each other
and hear about their research.
Please email an abstract (in Word or PDF format) of approximately 350 words (excluding bibliography) to Francisco Barrenechea
(fbarrene@umd.edu). Include your name, institutional affiliation, email address, and a tentative title for your paper. In your abstract, include a clear
summary of your argument, with one or two persuasive examples, and an indication of how your paper would contribute to critical reflection on the
topic as a whole. Your argument should be accessible to an audience of scholars from various disciplines. If you have any technical requirements for
your presentation, let us know what type of equipment you need at the bottom of your abstract. Papers should be 20 minutes in length and
delivered in English. We expect to be able to cover the lodging of those invited to deliver papers.
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Association for Spanish and Portuguese Historical Studies
Founded in 1969 to promote research in all aspects and epochs of Iberian history, the ASPHS conducts
annual meetings, and provides a forum for scholars of Iberian Affairs. The membership fee helps support
the ongoing work of the Association; members enjoy access to the most recent issues of the Newsletter
each spring and fall, as well as the Bulletin, a peer-reviewed online journal.
Annual Membership Dues:
Regular Members: $50 (or three years for $130)**
New category! -- Emeriti/ae, retirees, non-tenure-track or non-full-time faculty $25 (or three years for $60)
Students: $7 (or three years for $15)
Institutions: $25
A membership form can be downloaded from the ASPHS website at: http://asphs.net/membership.html Dues, as well as other
inquiries concerning Membership should be directed to Membership Secretary A. Katie Harris, Department of History, UC Davis,
2216 Social Science & Humanities, 1 Shields Ave, Davis, CA 95616, or by e-mail at akharris@ucdavis.edu Checks should be made out
to ASPHS.
**Change to rates for regular members reflects a decision taken at the business meeting at the 2013 annual meeting. Proceeds will go to help provide additional
support to its members in the form of prizes and grants. Note that faculty emeritus/a, retirees, and non-tenure-track faculty are eligible for the old rate.

Organization Officers
General Secretary (2012-14): David Ortiz, Jr., University of Arizona
Membership Secretary/Treasurer: A. Katie Harris, UC Davis
Bulletin General Editor: David Messenger, University of Wyoming
Web Editor: Jodi Campbell, Texas Christian University
Newsletter Editor (2010-14): Marie Kelleher, California State University, Long Beach
Executive Committee:
•Fernanda Olival, Universidade de Évora (2014)
•Kirsten Schultz, Seton Hall University (2014)
•Valentina Tikoff, DePaul University (2014)
•Luis Corteguera, University of Kansas (2014)
•Sasha Pack, SUNY Buffalo (2014)
•Scott Taylor, University of Kentucky (2014)
Nominating Committee:
•Scott Eastman, Creighton University (2014)
•Amanda Wunder, City University of New York (2016)
•Tanya Tiffany, University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee (2015)

Contribute to the Newsletter
Please forward your ideas, queries, or contributions for the Newsletter to: marie.kelleher@csulb.edu
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